Exploring
Black

| have been forty years discovering
that the queen of all colours is black.

Renoir

Some say that black is not a colour, that it draws
everything into itself - it is equated with darkness,
death and depth, with shadow and oblivion.

In this two day workshop we will explore the
richness and versatility of this potent colour.

Investigating the qualities of black, we will engage
in a variety of mark making techniques and
materials, with structured exercises and time for
individual development of work. Practical
explorations will be interspersed with discussion
of the cultural and historical context of black,
looking at examples from visual art, the written
word, science and belief systems.

Nick has been immersed in an enquiry into black
as a colour for the last ten years. Two previous
series of paintings, ‘Dark Intervals’ and ‘DarkLight’
have been an exploration of black as an energy,
working against the stereotypical cast of the colour
as depressive or as an endgame; as Matisse said,
‘Black is a force’.

No previous artistic experience is required.
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